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Vocab 

1. Mythology 

noun: "A body of myths dealing with the gods, demigods, and legendary heroes of 

a particular people." 

2. Goddess 

noun: "A female god." 

3. Deity 

noun: "The rank or essential nature of a god; a god or goddess." 

4. Ennead 

noun: While not in Merriam-Webster, it refers to a group of nine gods in Egyptian 

mythology, most famously from Heliopolis. 

5. Composite god 

(explanatory): A deity created by combining the identities of two or more gods 

(e.g., Amun-Ra). 

6. Matrilineal 

adjective: "Relating to, based on, or tracing descent through the maternal line." 

7. Cult worship 

noun phrase: Religious devotion directed toward a specific deity, especially in a 

formal, organized setting. 

8. Libation 

noun: "A liquid (such as wine) poured out as a religious offering." 



9. Votive stela (plural: stelae) 

noun: Not in Merriam-Webster; defined as a stone or wooden slab used for 

commemorative or religious purposes. 

10. Sistrum (pl. sistras/sistra) 

noun: "An ancient musical instrument of Egypt consisting of a metal frame with 

crossbars that rattle when shaken." 

11. Didactic 

adjective: "Intended to teach, particularly in having moral instruction." 

12. Textile 

noun: "A woven or knit cloth." 

13. Secular 

adjective: "Not overtly or specifically religious." 

14. Economy 

noun: "The structure or conditions of economic life in a country, area, or period." 

 

 

 

 


